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from forty to forty-two in adding stearn power to the old ones. We hope to finish this great work in fourteen years.'
' What/ I asked, ' is the amount of your present fleet of steamers ?'
'We have thirty-three screws,' he answered, 'fifty-seven paddles, and sixty-two sailing vessels in commission, and seventy-three, mostly steamers, en r/serve, as you would say, in ordinary.'
' Manned by how many men ?' I asked.
' By twenty-five thousand sailors,' he answered, ' and eleven thousand marines. But our inscription maritime would give us in a few months or less one hundred thousand more. Since the times of Louis XVI. the French Navy has never been so formidable, positively or relatively.'
' How/ I asked, ' has your " Napoleon " succeeded ? *
' Admirably/ he answered. ' I have not seen the "Wellington," but she is a much finer ship than the* Agamemnon. Her speed is wonderful. A month ago she left Toulon at seven in the morning, and reached Ajaccio by four in the evening. But the great improvement is in our men. Napoleon knew nothing and cared nothing about sailors. He took no care about their training, and often wasted them in land operations, for which landsmen would have done as well.
'In 1814 he left Toulon absolutely unguarded, and sent all the sailors to join Augereau. You might have walked into it.
'In 1810 or 1811 I was on board a French corvette